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Wednesday, July 22, 2020 
 
Dear PPS Parents,  
 
This evening, Chief Operations Officer, Pam Capretta reviewed the District’s Health and Safety 
Plan as required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE). Additionally, a resolution for 
public consideration was introduced by Board Member Kevin Carter that calls on the Board to 
postpone in-class instruction for the first nine-weeks of school and directs that all students begin 
the school year enrolled in remote learning.  The resolution further directs a modification to the 
current plans for blended instruction and request plans be prepared so all students begin the 
school year equipped to succeed in E-Learning. The Board will vote on the Health and Safety Plan 
and the resolution at its August 4, Special Legislative Meeting, following its July 29, Special Public 
Hearing.  
 
Health and Safety Plan Released for Input 

While there are no strategies that can eliminate the transmission risk of COVID-19, the District's 
Health and Safety plan does outline actions steps to keep transmission as low as possible in four 
areas: Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting and Ventilation, Social Distancing and Other Safety 
Protocols, Monitoring Student and Staff Health, and Other Considerations for Students and Staff.  
The plan is available at www.pghschools.org/allin for public review. The plan will be voted on by 
the Board of Directors on Tuesday, August 4. A public hearing on the plan will be held on 
Wednesday, July 29. 
 
Board Approves Schoology as the District's Online Learning Management System 
Schoology will be the online learning management system that students and teachers will use for 
the 2020-2021 school year. Schoology, currently used at the Pittsburgh Science and Technology 
Academy and Pittsburgh CAPA, rated high for its ease of use, accessibility, technical integration 
with the District’s student information system, and content management. The District will integrate 
the use of Microsoft Teams to support communications between students, families, and school 
staff. Training will be held to support families in learning this new learning management system. 
 
Additional Change to the School Calendar Approved 
The eight (8) half-days originally scheduled for Fridays have been moved to Wednesdays to better 
accommodate the AA/BB Cohort learning model. The AA/BB cohort schedule has students in 
cohort AA attending school on Monday and Tuesday and participating in E-Learning on 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. In contrast, students in cohort BB will attend school on 
Thursday and Friday and have E-Learning on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. The change to 
the calendar allows an equal amount of in-school instruction days for both the AA and BB cohort.  
 
Enrollment for Full-Time E-Learning Continues  
As of today, 4,161 families have enrolled in the full-time E-Learning option. Families can continue 
to enroll in the full-time E-Learning option. To complete the online enrollment form, families will 
need to provide their child’s full name and student ID number online at 
www.pghschools.org/elearningenrollment. Student ID numbers are available on a child’s report 
card. Families needing their child’s ID# or having difficulty enrolling, can contact the District’s 
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Support Center at 412-529-HELP (4357) or visit www.pghschools.org/letstalk and submit a Let’s 
Talk Ticket and a staff member will call you back. 
 
Upcoming Board Meetings 
The schedule of upcoming Board meetings is below. To view each meeting, visit our website at 
www.pghschools.org.  

 Wednesday, July 29 at 5:00 PM – Health and Safety Plan Public Hearing 

 Tuesday, August 4 at 5:30 PM – Education Committee & Special Legislative Meeting 

 Wednesday, August 19 at 4:00 PM- Agenda Review  

 Monday, August 24 at 6:00 PM – Public Hearing  

 Wednesday, August 26 at 4:00 PM – Legislative Meeting  
 
I encourage you to review our draft Health and Safety Plan that is available online at 
www.pghschools.org/allin. The plan was drafted with the input of members of our All In 
Subcommittee that included parents, staff, and health officials. At the forefront of our planning is 
and will remain the health and safety of our students and staff.  
 
Continue to take care of yourselves and your families.  
 
Anthony D. Hamlet, Ed. D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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